Minutes of the Burlington

City Council Meeting
Virtual Meeting
7:00pm



APPROVAL OF MINUTES:




WHEREAS, G.S. 143-129(a) and G.S. 143-131(a) require the City to conduct a competitive
bidding process for the purchase of (1)



B. To approve an amendment to the interlocal agreement between the City of Burlington and Guilford
County for property tax collection for a three-year extension to expire on June 30, 2024.

C. To authorize the City Manager to submit a Letter of Intent to apply for the Attorney General



May 14, 2021

Concerning- The Burlington Masjid’s request to use their land off of Hanford Rd, Burlington, NC
for a cemetery. Tax Identification number 131303. T am requesting the following comment to be
read at the May 18, 2021 Burlington City Council Meeting because I cannot be present.

Mayor Baltutis, Mayor Pro Tem Hykes, and Couneil Members,

I am a native of Alamance County, an Evangelical Minister, and a PhD Candidate in Islamic
Studies. When I was growing up. our county represented the “normal’ ethnic diversity formerly
found 1n many towns in the southern U.S. being composed primarily of African Americans, White
Americans, and Hispanic Amenicans. After moving from the area and living a number of years in
Wake County and overseas in a Muslim majonty country, I was surprised when I retumed to find
that the Burlington of today is not the same Burlingfon I remember.

After serving in Burlington over the last four years in the name of Jesus, I, along with a team of
Christians from 5 local churches have identified residents from Pakistan, Palestine, Yemen, Syria,
Jordan, Iran, Turkev, India, Bangladesh, Kosovo, China, Laos, Korea, Mexico, Honduras, and Fl
Salvador. Many people originating from these countries are Christians, Muslims, Sikhs, and Hindus.
Mot surprisingly, with such a diversity of people and religious backgrounds, there is also a diversity
of cultural customs, including how people bury their deceased loved ones.

I have personally known Imam Shaher Sayed at the Burlington Masjid for the last three years and
have interacted with several of their congregants during this time. Many Muslims who attend the
masjid are long time professionals and business owners in our community. Imam Sayed and I have
held nmitiple public discussions and presentations fogether in Burlington where we have sought to
help Christians better understand Muslims and Muslims to better understand Christians. I have
accompanied several clurches to visit the masjid to observe Muslim religions practices and each
time, the masjid comnmnity has been very welcoming to our church groups. As a friend of Imam
Sayed, I am confident to endorse his character and the importance of the masjid for serving the
religious and cultural needs of the Burlington Muslim commumnity.

I do not presume to know everything that is involved in the masjid’s request to use the land off of
Hanford Rd. as a cemetery nor all the laws regarding zoning and land use in Burlington. Such
knowledge and decisions are entristed to you all, under God, to ensure the best choices are made
for the good of our community; whether that be for the sake of our economy or our residents.

One thing that has become apparent as the result of the COVID pandemic is that human life and
wellbeing is more important than money; though economics certainly plays a vital role in the
American ‘good life.” As you make your decision regarding the masjid’s desire to use their land as a
cemetery, I encourage you to consider how Burlington can and should accommodate, within the
law, the cultural diversity of its residents. In this particular case, I encourage you to seriously
consider how Burlington can best honor its residents who are Muslims by allowing a sacred place to
bury their deceased according to their customs.

Womer Mesri ol

Thomas B. Messick
3420 5. NC Hwy 87, Graham NC 27253



Fr. Paul Lininger, OFM Conv., Ph.D., Pasto
1620 Hanford Rd, Burlington

As Pastor of the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church located at 1620 Hanford Road, | have been
requested to comment on the land use proposal submitted to the City Council of Burlington, NC, in
regards to the parcel of land currently owned by the Burlington Makkah Masjid. The Burlington Makkah
Masjid owns the land off of Hanford Road in short proximity to the church. The Makkah Masjid is
requesting a zoning permit to utilize their property for the establishment of a cemetery for the interment of
members from their faith community. After surveying the residents who currently own residential property
within the circumference of the Masjid



ones? The fact that approval has taken so long meant that my father, a pillar in the medical community,
an upstanding citizen of the Burlington community, and a volunteer for over 40 years, was unable to have
his final wish fulfilled. The ways that my father gave to this community are too numerous to count, from
his time as a physician, to providing free healthcare, to building bridges between faith communities, he
dedicated his life to helping others. As a native of Burlington and as a daughter mourning a father who
always gave to others, | ask that you please consider approving his final wish and grant this permit for a
Muslim cemetery. While my father may not be able to rest there, I am hopeful that future generations will
find comfort in knowing there is a dignified place to bury their loved ones. With sincerity and on behalf
of the entire Bhatti family. Bushra Bhatti, DMD, MSD

Ron Shive, 532 Circle Drive, Burlington, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Burlington, spoke in favor
of approving the rezoning request.

Interim City Clerk Beverly Smith stated there were four written comments received which include the
three previous written comments and the following written comment. All comments were provided to
City Council upon receipt.

Public Hearing Continued

Upon a motion by Council Member Owen pursuant to N.C.G.S. 166A-19.24(e), seconded by Council
Member Butler, it was resolved unanimously to continue the public hearing to June 1, 2021, at 7:00pm via
Zoom for the sole purpose of allowing additional written comments to be submitted for a 24-hour period
beyond the close of this meeting.

ITEM 2



Director of Planning and Transportation Mike Nunn presented background of the applicants request to
rezone property located north of the University Drive and Boone Station Drive intersection and south of
Rural Retreat Road across from Joe C. Davidson Park. He reported the property totals 13.82 acres in size,
is addressed as 3802 Rural Retreat Road, and is referenced as Alamance County tax identification number
106912. He reported City staff recommends approval and was unanimously recommended by the
Planning and Zoning Commission at the April 26, 2021, meeting.

Michael Nissley, spoke on behalf of the applicants and noted he was in attendance to respond to any
questions.

Mayor Baltutis called for public comments and none were given.

Interim City Clerk Smith reported there were no written comments received.

Public Hearing Continued
Upon a motion by Council Member Owen, pursuant to N.C.G.S. 166A-19.24(e), seconded by Mayor Pro

Tem Hykes, it was resolved unanimously to continue the public hearing to June 1, 2021, at 7:00pm via
Zoom for the sole purpose of allowing additional written comments to be submitted for a 24-hour period
beyond the close of this meeting.

Mayor Baltutis called for a brief break at 8:53pm. The meeting resumed at 9:03pm.

NEW BUSINESS:
ITEM 3



action to accept the ARPA funds. She explained the City has until December 31, 2024, for the funds to
be obligated.

Water Resources Director Bob Patterson provided an overview of eligibility guidelines of category (4) for
investments, water, sewer, and service-related eligible projects that improve water quality and reduce
water pollution.

Assistant City Manager Rachel Kelly provided an overview of eligibility guidelines in category (4) for
broadband infrastructure, prioritizing municipal, nonprofit, and cooperative-owned networks. She noted
North Carolina does not currently allow new municipal-run broadband. She reported the National League
of Cities is working to obtain additional guidance in addition to technical corrections regrading



ADJOURN
Upon a motion by Council Member Ward, the meeting was unanimously resolved to adjourn at 10:45pm.

Beverly D. Smith, NCCMC
Interim City Clerk

May 18, 2021
City Council Meeting
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